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Noa Rachel Rosenthal directing a rehearsal at Fresco Dance Company, dancer Bar Cohen, photo: Ami Livneh
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Noa Rachel Rosenthal directing a rehearsal at Fresco Dance Company, dancers: Bar Cohen, Tom Barko, Matn Kaplan, photo: Ami Livneh
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through dance. The concepts presented in this scene include some
of the concepts | taught in a mechanics courses for high-school stu-
dents, for example: Newton's first and third law of physics, friction
and gravity.

The Documentary ‘Balance Scene’

Location: Dance studio - high-school dance studio. A documentary
scene from a mechanics course that | taught to 10th grade dance
students. Students experimented via movement concepts related
to balance and differentiated between steady/unsteady balance.
We are exposed to the main principle of the embodied pedagogy
"Experience first, Signify later”. At the end of the scene, we are
briefly exposed to the students’ summative dances in which they
explain the concepts learnt.

Figutre 2: The documentary ‘Balance Scene’in a10th grade dance class

The ‘Angular Velocity’ Scene:

Location: Outdoors at the Weizmann Institute of Science. The scene
illustrates how | teach the ‘angular velocity’ concept to 10th grade
physics students in a circular group assignment. After the group as-
signment we see how | use my arm to explain the concept to them.
The ‘arm model’ was used by my students during the research when
they were asked to explain the concept to younger students, a find-
ing that indicated the importance of body gestures in learning. The
scene was photographed using a drone. At the end of the scene
some of the creative summative projects of my physics students are
presented in the background. (For example: video art with colors &
mandala on a log).

Figure 3: Top view of the

The group’'s synchronized group- from
constant
velocity

is defined as

‘angular veloclfy‘

the ‘Angular Velocity Scene’

Figure 4: Dancing in a circle,
with the creative work of
one of the students in the
background - from the ‘An-
gular Velocity Scene’
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End Scene:

Location: Dance studio-Accelerator Auditorium in Weizmann Insti-
tute of Science.

Setting: | am with formulas on my white clothes and the other
dancers with colorful clothes and the curtains open and we see
the beautiful scenery. (The colorful earrings were borrowed from
the choreographer Sharona Florsheim whose dancers appeared in
these clothes in the show Noa's Infinity Secret).

In the summative dance, we dance ideas related to circular move-
ment and balance (dancing with exercise balls). We, the dancers,
expressed through dance the students’' deep understanding via the
transfer of knowledge to other mediums. This summative dance
celebrates the pleasure and creativity in the learning process; the
colorful clothes, the open curtains and the beautiful scenery.

Figure 5: Dancing with
exercise balls at the
Accelerator Auditori-
um in Weizmann Insti-
tute of Science - from
the ‘Closing Scene’

"When the learning material is not just on the board, it helps us to un-
derstand that these rules were not useless discoveries but are a part of
the world around us. Experiencing them reduces the fear of learning,”
explains one of the 10" grade students at the end of the video.

Details about the filmmakers and the film participants

Movie creators: Roni Zohar & Yael Leibovitz | Video photographer:
Roy Bercovich | Choreography: Roni Zohar & Rotem Lev | Dan-
cers: Ortal Mageny, Sarit Livnat-Ivry, Yael Nidam, Tal Keret, Maayan
Allen, Sigal Waldman, Karen Cooper Shimshi, Rotem Lev and Roni
Zohar | Music: Mark Eliyahu “Coming Back” & “Journey”

Dr. Roni Zohar is a postdoctoral fellow in the Department of
Neurobiology at the Weizmann Institute under the supervision of
Prof. Ehud Ahishar and Prof. Eitan Gross. Her current research ex-
pands upon her doctoral studies in which she has developed and
researched an approach to combining physics studies and move-
ment. The doctoral studies were on behalf of the Department of
Science Teaching at the Weizmann Institute under the supervision
of Prof. Bat-sheva Eylon, in collaboration with the Department of
Education at the University of Berkeley, USA under the supervision
of Prof. Dor Abrahamson. Roni holds a master's degree in neu-
roscience from the Hebrew University of Jerusalem in the field of
motor control and a bachelor’s degree in physics from the Hebrew
University, in collaboration with studies at the Movement Depart-
ment at the Rubin Academy of Dance in Jerusalem. Roni works to
promote the integration of movement in teaching in Israel and the
link between science and dance, facilitates academic courses in
movement, science and learning at the Weizmann Institute and
Orot College. She is a teacher training instructor under the super-
vision of the Ministry of Education and an improvisation and move-
ment instructor for women at the Dance and Movement School in
Ness Ziona. Email: roni.zohar@weizmann.ac.il
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“Bodenwieser, G. (1926). Dancing as a factor in education. Lon-
don: Dancing Times, November 1926:194. Translated from the
German; cited in Dunlop McTavish, S. (1992), Gertud Bodenwieser,
Tanzerin, Choregraphin, Pddagogin, Wien-Sidney. Bremen: Zeichen
und Spuren.

®Cited in Vernon- Warren 1999:101.

¢Letter STAK 27/05/1938; Theatermuseum Wien.

7Exhibition Alles tanzt: Kosmos Wiener Tanzmoderne.

8The Daily Telegraph (Sydney) Nov. 24th 1939. Courtesy of Emmy
Steininger, with thanks to Barbara Cuckson.

?Unknown author, 1939. Courtesy of Emmy Steininger, with thanks
to Barbara Cuckson.

"0Elisabeth Lambert (1915 -2003), war poetry reader Insurgence
(1939).

" Brisbane Saturday Evening, May 25th 1940.

2Viennese Ballet, Teleradio Saturday May 18th 1940; Sydney;
courtesy of Emmy Steininger, with thanks to Barbara Cuckson.

3Steininger-Taussig states that they had been working with Lon-
don Casino Revue organised by Clifford Fischer since 1936. Law-
son (2011) expands on this: "The dancers, sailing on the SS Maloja
from England, had been engaged for a tour of Australia to appear
in two revues staged by the Australian theatrical firm, J C William-
son. In the shows, London Casino: Folies d’Amour, and Around the
Clock, the dancers performed snippets from the Bodenwieser
repertoire, including The Machine, a version of Demon Machine.
The Maloja arrived in Melbourne on 7 February 1939."

Emmy Steininger Taussig estate item 117, original in German,
translated by the author and Barbara Cuckson.

S Ballet in Hobart: Originality and Artistry Please; The Mercury; Friday
April 5th 1940 (Hobart, Tasmania). Steininger archive.

'S Romantic Appeal of Viennese Ballet; Barrier Daily Truth, Broken Hill,
Monday 26th 1940. Courtesy of Emmy Steininger, with thanks to
Barbara Cuckson

7Poddebksy is referring to the restaurant owner and director of
the "School of Exercise" Vere Mathews, who offered her studio
above her restaurant in Kings Street to Bodenwieser and her
dancers as a base in Sydney as from 1940.

"8Roller, J. (2014). The Source Code - Errand in The Maze, http://www.
thesourcecode.de

9Steininger, E. (1976). Working with Bodenwieser the Thirties Hilver-
ding Stiftung , Theatermuseum Wien[unpublished].
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ric practices of Modernist choreographer Gertrud Bodenwieser.
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Dance the Doctorate and
the Laws of Physics

"Movements as a Door for Learning Physics Concepts,
Integrating Embodied Pedagogy in Teaching”

Roni Zohar

Dance Your Ph.D

Dance Your Ph.D. is an annual contest which challenges scientists
from all around the world to interpret their doctoral dissertations
through interpretive dance. The contest requires each of the sci-
entists to take part in a video dance performance which is upload-
ed to YouTube (https//:www.sciencemag.org/projects/dance-your-
phd). There are four categories of winning based on the scientific
field of the scientists’ thesis: Physics, Chemistry, Biology, and Social
Sciences. Our dance video was the winner of the social science
category in the Dance Your PhD/2018 Competition https://www.
youtube.com/watch?v=0LCT]Q-GCLQ&t=306s.

The Link Between Science Learning and Movement

My deep belief is that, “Movement is the door to learning” (Paul Den-
nison) and my Ph.D. dissertation title is: “Movement as a Door
for Learning Physics Concepts, Integrating Embodied Pedagogy
in Teaching.” The research was conducted under the guidance of
Prof. Bat Sheva Eylon of the Science Teaching Department at the
Weizmann Institute of Science, and Prof. Dor Abrahamson of the
University of California at Berkeley. Our research is based on a
cognitive paradigm, embodiment that regards the brain and the
body as one unit. The underlying assumption of the research is
that physical experience can be used as a unique resource for
learning complex concepts in physics by associating them with
daily bodily activities.

The research goals were: 1. Development of the approach ‘Em-
bodied Pedagogy, which combines movement and physical ac-
tivities in learning concepts and principles in physics. Some of the
components of the approach include improvisation in movement,
selected aspects of the Feldenkrais method, techniques combin-
ing learning with walking, and relaxation. The main principle of the
embodied pedagogy is “experience first, signify later.”

2. Research on learning and teaching processes by enacting ‘Em-
bodied Pedagogy' and its contribution to perceiving and using phys-
ics concepts. The research contributes both to the research and
practice of science teaching. We explored, through two case stud-
ies, the potential of ‘Embodied Pedagogy’ for learning two complex
physics concepts by high-school students: ‘Balance’ and ‘Angular

Velocity. Throughout the entire learning process, the contribution
of the instructional approach to the students’ learning and under-
standing of the concepts was evident. Moreover, in their summative
projects, the students not only expressed a deep conceptual under-
standing, but also creativity and a philosophical and effective depth.
Related publication: (Zohar, R., Bagno, E., Eylon, B., & Abrahamson,
D. (2018). Motor skills, creativity, and cognition in learning physics
concepts. Functional Neurology, Rehabilitation, and Ergonomics, 7(3),
67-76 or in Hebrew in Mahol Akhshave - Dance Today 32, 2017). Simi-
lar to my students who summarize their learning in creative ways,
our video summarizes my research via dance. It is consistent with
my belief that we can learn and explain science through movement.

The Video Dance Analysis

The video takes place in various locations including dance studios
where most of my research was conducted. | will analyze the video
dance according to four scenes: Opening Scene (dance), Docu-
mentary Scene (‘Balance Scene’), lllustration Scene (‘Angular Veloc-
ity') and Closing Scene (dance).

Opening Scene

Location: Dance Studio-Accelerator Auditorium in Weizmann Insti-
tute of Science.

Setting: | dance with formulas on my black clothes and the other
dancers with black clothes and the curtains are closed.

Physical experience is a unique resource that enables
learning of complex concepts in physics.

Figure 1: Dance from the ‘Opening scene’

In this scene | awaken my students and inform them of a new peda-
gogy for learning physics, ‘Embodied Pedagogy.” Once they awak-
en, we demonstrate a number of mechanical concepts in physics
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and hell, is the lesson.” Emmy Taussig interprets the line: "Hell is
the sharp ache of Hunger."°

By 1940 a Brisbane newspaper tentatively mentioned the refu-
gee reality of some of the dancers in the Bodenwieser Ballet
for whom "Australia seems to be their first love, and since their
beloved Madame Bodenveeser [sic] has found sanctuary in this
country, their hearts warmed to it still more.”* The reviewer ex-
plicitly mentions details of Bodenwieser's forced exile, but places
this in the context of the artist fleeing a dictatorship which sup-
presses the free individual. "Madame Bodenveeser was discover-
ing in common with many of her compatriots, that Vienna, under
the heel of dictatorship, was not place for the gentle in heart,
whose mission in life was the encouragement of the arts” (ibid).
The review uses Bodenwieser’'s work concerned with liberating
the modern individual as a propaganda piece against the repres-
sive conformism enforced by the Nazi regime in Europe. We find
no mentioning of Bodenwieser, her pianist Marcel Lorber and
her dancer Melitta Melzer, "a charming blonde from Vienna' be-
ing racially profiled and persecuted, and exiled as Jewish in Nazi
Austria.”®? Dunlop MacTavish describes a secretive meeting with
dancer Melitta Melzer who is not allowed to frequent an "aryan”
cafe in Vienna in May 1938, where Melzer is desperate to find a
way to leave the country. The destitute dancer was later able to
join the six Bodenwieser Ballet dancers in Australia, but had not
been able to join them on SS Maloja from England in February
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Melitta Melzer's letter 1940
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939, due to "passport difficulties in Vienna” (Lawson 2011).2* She
arrived a week later in Melbourne.

Melzer sent a letter from the Hotel de France in Vienna to Emmy
Steininger in England on the 12 November 1938, asking her to
help her escape Austria, at a time when the repression against
Jews in Austria and Germany violently escalates during and after
the Kristallnacht events. She excuses her inability to control her
shaky handwriting and asks Steininger who had the task to cast the
tour with a small group of most experienced dancers, to confirm a
tentative offer that had been made to her earlier. "You write that
you would like to leave London, and | can tell you that | would be
so happy if | could be there. Dear Emmy, | understand your sorrow
about your husband, but be glad he is outside now. | would happily
loose 7kg, if the message was departure 15 January Toulon.”

Steininger had managed to get her Jewish husband a stagehand
job with the Revista Vienesa tour of Bodenwieser's second com-
pany. The twenty year old Melzer addresses her own desperate
situation swiftly:

Dear Emmy, this engagement [she uses the French term for a job in the
theatre], or any other one is a real necessity for me. You can believe
me that | would be a lot more peaceful if you could tell me something,
because then | knew that | would leave on 6™ or 77 of January, and
because | am with my nerves like a dog. Dear Emmy, | cannot tell you
what it would mean to me get out and earn some money? Do you know
what it means to not support yourself anymore? Frau Gerti would
know it as she has lived through this herself. [...] If nothing happens
with these commitments, dear Emmy, | ask you if you could maybe get
me a job with your director. It might sound harsh, but what shall | do?*

Such desperate experience stands in stark contrast to reviews of
the early Australian tours in 1939 and 1940 which, again and again,
describe her as the blonde "veritable embodiment of traditional
Viennese Joie de Vivre."s Could it be that the highly competent
dancer Melzer, was deliberately performing Bloch’s "unconditional
Austrian” to shield herself from further possible discrimination?
Another review describes her as "a real Viennese beauty, the
blonde Melitta scores her greatest triumph as the Madonna in The
Christmas Song, a number comprised mainly of miming."®

As a reader | am alerted by the description of this "miming” - is
Melzer, or are indeed the whole Bodenwieser Ballet and their cho-
reographer, miming a cultural identity that shields them from pos-
sible anti-semitic discrimination, potential further persecution of
themselves or their families abroad, or from their own personal
trauma? Is the persecuted blonde Jewish refugee dancer with no
possibility of returning to her home country performing a staged
"triumphant” crypto-Judaic conversion to a Mother Mary in an ul-
tra-Christian narration?

Did the Modern Dance company's conversion to deliver a set of
crowd-pleasing narratives including the Christian nativity story
performed in Tasmanian springtime, serve to ensure the compa-
ny's survival in unpredictable circumstances? Would the exposure
of Frau Bodenwieser as the Jewish Frau Rosenthal have stood in

Melitta Melzer 1940

the way of establishing a new professional grounding in Sydney?
Jan Podebbsky (2019) suggests that the arrival and potential stay
of Bodenwieser and her pianist Marcel Lorber in Australia in 1939,
after the South American tour and a brief stay in New Zealand, was
indeed problematic and fragile - note the description of Bodenwi-
eser as Rosenthal here:

According to ofifcial records dated 12.10.39 Snider and Dean Theatres
Ltd ‘who had arranged for Gertrude Rosenthal to visit this country for
the purpose of giving performances at certain theatres under their
control’ changed their mind and wanted to be ‘relieved of their respon-
sibility’. A further letter dated 13.10.39 states that Bodenwieser and
Lorber had exhausted all avenues of obtaining engagements and that
attempts to set up a school in Sydney ‘were extremely remote’. It would
seem that they were perilously close to losing their privilege (sic) to stay
in Australia. It seems that Vera Matthews came to the rescue by sharing
her studio space so that Bodenwieser could begin teaching.*

It appears that Bodenwieser's Jewish heritage, and perhaps no-
tions of her enforced exile, stayed a guarded secret shielded from
young Australian dancers who worked with her in the late 1940's
and 1950's. Barbara Cuckson (2019), in a private email, describes
the shock of ex-company member Elaine Vallance, who had danced
with the company in the 1950's, to hear that Bodenwieser was de-
scribed as "Jewish choreographer”in a research project by German
dance maker Jochen Roller in 2014.1#

Conclusion

Gertrud Bodenwieser is exemplary for an educated Jewish mod-
ernist woman of "enormous drive and courage” (Cuckson 2015)
who subscribed to humanist emancipatory ideals of equality and

freedom from cultural repression and of personal expression, and
to twentieth century arts avant-garde forms of cultural experiment
and innovation. In this search for a better, morally liberated and
more just world she was not alone, but in good company of nu-
merous other progressive and assimilated European Jewish-born
citizens of the time, all of them persecuted or exiled from Europe
- be that the choreographer Valeska Gert, the writer Hannah Ar-
endt, the director Max Reinhardt, or the vastly influential Sigmund
Freud. Before and during her exile, her work as a choreographer
and professional company director depended on commercial
agents "who exerted a certain amount of pressure on her to in-
clude in her programme dances that coincided with the popular
idea of artists from Vienna , especially the Viennese Waltzes."®
Continuing to dance in exile, and therewith offering employment
for her dancers, while coping with the terror, hostility and vulner-
ability of persecution and exile was a heroic balancing act of dou-
ble dancing between radical and escapist culture. This included an
erasing of any visible trace of a public Jewishness through a mimed
and displayed Austrian authenticity of her displaced dancers.

Bodenwieser’s work survives in two continents - in Europe as part
of a nearly lost memory of a Jewish dance diaspora culture, that
must be honoured, remembered and articulated as such, and in
Australia and New Zealand as a driving force of a white settler
Modern Dance culture that had central European roots, and that
influenced generations of dancers. Her book The New Dance, with
foreword by Marie Cuckson, offers a Bekenntnis - an affirmation-
for Bodenwieser, against any tradition be that religious or cultural.
Bodenwieser finishes her book with "a last word” to "young danc-
ers of the future.” Perhaps we can read this text as a hidden tes-
timony that describes her own journey. Perhaps it articulates the
challenges she faced in her relentless navigation through a hugely
chaotic world she lived and succeeded in as a dance visionary who
believed in non-conformism, progress and equality: "To have fol-
lowed your convictions, undeterred by material hardships or by
the encasing wall of prejudice” (1960:98).

Notes

'Bodenwieser herself mentions in program notes to an Italian tour
in the 1930's that she had been performing publically since 1909,
though there is no evidence of that.

2Poddebsky (2019) suggests that in order to marry Rosenthal,
Bodenwieser would have un-convert first again to become offi-
cally konfessionslos (without faith). We can see the marriage cer-
tificate of Bodenwieser dancer Emmy Steininger and Jewish born
husband Willy Taussig (Tauszig) of 1935. Both appear as konfes-
sionslos in their marriage certificate. As Bodenwieser herself, they
were atheists - without faith.

3Bodenwieser refers in the letter to her sister Franziska Bondi-
Hecht, and her nephew Karl Hecht, who she managed to get
visas to escape to Colombia. They arrived after Bodenwieser had
left for New Zealand. Karl - Carlos - Hecht was grateful for this
life-saving support, and provided his aunt with a private income
after the war, until her death. The husband of Franziska, Otto
Hecht was taken from their apartment in Paris by Nazi officials
and subsequently killed. They returned an urn with his ashes to
the family.
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Bodenweiser tour 1913

husband to Paris where he had found work with a radio station.
Rosenthal declined the invitation to travel with his wife to South
America, since he could not speak Spanish and the separation be-
tween him and his wife for touring reasons had been a normal
event in their married life. Neither of them envisioned that in 1940
Rosenthal would be arrested by the Gestapo while trying to escape
from France to Spain, and later to be murdered in Auschwitz in
1942. "Never heard of again” as Emmy Steininger put it.* Bodenwi-
eser only found out about the death of her husband through the
Red Cross in 1950.

Bodenwieser resigned from her position as Professor shortly after
the German Anschluss of Austria. While Renner (1981) suggests
that Bodenwieser left her post for political reasons, it is clear that
she resigned as a racially labelled persecuted Jewish woman. She
initially seeks leave until the end of the academic year 1938, but re-
signs immediately when she left the country with her husband. Her
letter of resignation from 29/03/1938, written from exile in Paris
reads: "l hereby declare, that | resign from my teaching post at the
Academy for Music and Performing Arts, and finally renounce from
all further payment as from the day of my possibility to emigrate to
a foreign country. Gertrud Bodenwieser” (Renner 1981:49; transla-
tion TK).

It is worth noting that the a newly installed acting director of the
Staatsakademie sent a letter to the passport office of the Vienna
police, inquiring about the exact date "when permission to Frau
Bodenwieser-Rosenthal was granted to leave Austria?”® The acting
director of the STAK, as letter calls the Staatsakademie in new Nazi-
jargon, wants to know this date in order to stop paying tax for the
former employee, and signs the letter with "Heil Hitler". Perhaps it
is no coincidence that he uses the name Rosenthal - a common
Jewish name in Austria and Germany in that time - in this letter, to
prove his eager party loyality.

Through the support of the family of one of her students, Magda
Hoyos-Brunner, and her agent Patek, Bodenwieser had arranged
to be part of a 3-month tour of Colombia for a company of seven
fairly inexperienced dancers and her musical collaborator Marcel
Lorber for the autumn 1938. This coincided with the plans of Vi-
ennese cabaret artist and comedian Hugo Wiener who had been
asked to cast mixed entertainment programme for the 400 year
celebrations of the founding of the city of Bogota. Bodenwieser
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immediately found herself as part of a touring entertainment pro-
gramme, the Revista Vienesa, with a visa to leave Austria. Wiener,
who had been humiliated and harassed by Nazi soldiers in Vienna
describes his own and his sister’s desperation at the moment when
the offer for the Colombia tour appeared: "We saw no other escape
than suicide. We would have to take our parents [who are 75 and
80 years old] with us. My sister begged me to wait another night.
It is not easy to kill your father and mother who you love. Perhaps
there was some help? There it was.” (Wiener, in Sedlak 226)

Bodenwieser had already planned an Australian tour of her Vien-
nese Ballet company while living in Paris in May 1938, and had asked
of Emmy Steininger to cast dancers and rehearse dances in Vienna
for both tours of Australia and Colombia. Agent Clifford Fischer in
London had asked for the most experienced dancers for the Eng-
land and US tour of Folies D’Amour Revue. She continued the or-
ganisation of this tour all while working with her less experienced
group in Colombia. Bodenwieser toured her semi-commercial
works and surrounds herself with loyal dancers she had trained
already in Vienna, and other exiled collaborators to create an imag-
ined homeland of a lost Europe in an Australia that seemed noth-
ing but culturally provincial and strange to her. Most notably the
dancer Emmy Steininger-Taussig - then named Towsey - and the
Jewish-Polish born photographer Margaret Michaelis (1902-1995)
who had worked in the studio of Madame D'Ora in Vienna. After
the departure of other Vienna Dancers, and of her long standing
pianist and composer Marcel Lorber, she was joined by the Jewish
pianist Dory Stern (1912-1990). Stern was a graduate of the Vienna
Music Academy and, like Bodenwieser, had fled from Austria when
the Nazis came to power in 1938. In a letter sent to Lorber in 1953,
Bodenwieser vehemently rejects the thought of ever returning to
Austria or Europe: "How can you have forgotten what they did?"”

Dunlop MacTavish (1987), and company dancers Magda Hoyos-
Brunner (2009) and Eileen Kramer (2012) describe Bodenwieser
as a traumatised woman. Hoyos tells the story how a frightened
Bodenwieser visited the Viennese Brunner family after the 1938
Nazi-Anschluss, sobbing in desperation, and begging her mother
to support the possible tour to Colombia, where Magda's father
was Austrian General Consul (Hoyos [2004] in Sedlak, 2009). In
a letter sent from Colombia to her close friend Emmy Steininger,
dated 6™ December 1938, Bodenwieser confides "l am incurably
wounded.” Kramer (2012) describes Bodenwieser sobbing vio-
lently "in bitter tears” in the dressing room during the Australian
tours. Dunlop-MacTavish talks about Bodenwieser's consistent
fear while living in Australia, her nightmares, and a soul-destroying
guilt about the death of her husband.

Double Dancing

It is pertinent to see that early public reviews in Australia in 1939
and 1940 never mention why Bodenwieser left Vienna in the first
place. Her exile is mostly described as an exciting and exotic inter-
national tour - "packed with drama” - as Bodenwieser is quoted
in the Daily Telegraph on 1st of September 1939 - the day of the
Hitler's invasion of Poland and the beginning of WWII. The same
newspaper describes her as: "Daughter of an old Austrian fam-
ily, Madame Bodenwieser was born in Vienna and had her early
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training in the traditional art of Ballet” (ibid). Her position as refu-
gee, persecuted for her Jewish cultural background disappears,
carefully shielded in a marketing campaign for a new expressive
modern dance. In November 1939 the same newspaper enabled
Bodenwieser to distinguish her work as of the "ultra-modern and
streamlined” type, contrasting strongly the more formal "Russian
style”. The terror of World War I, and surely her own tragic journey,
are indirectly addressed in a sharpened version of earlier writings
when Bodenwieser is quoted that her dance also deals with "ter-
ror, madness, bitterness and struggle” and aims "also at provoking
thought”, through a combination of "lyric, epic and dramatic danc-
es.”® Was she aware of the growing escalation of the Nazi terror
against Jews, who by now had been forced to wear Yellow stars in
the German-occupied Warsaw?

Viennese tour 1940

As Australia joins the war against Germany, the tour of the ‘Boden-
wieser Ballet' is portrayed as a display of innocent feminine spiri-
tuality. Yet, the Sydney Herald of November 27" of 1939 features
a large image of Bodenwieser's dance drama The Masks Of Lucifer,
highlighting themes of ‘Intrigue, Terror and Hate, the very evils
which are abroad to-day [sic].” At the same time, a great amount
of the review focuses on the spiritually emancipatory education-
al Ausdruckstanz values this new dance practice promises to the
modern individual: ’[...] because modern life tends to encourage
repressions, [...] this dance, expressing the deep things of life,
serves to free the soul” (ibid).

An undated article from the same 1939 tour, phonetically titled
"Bodenveeser Ballet - Admirable Performance”, details an ex-
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perimental coup de theatre featuring impressive improvised per-
formances of the dancers that involved audience participation to
meet the sentiment of an Australian cultural context: "A series of
improvisations last night tested their resources in an interesting
way. Members of the audience were asked to call subjects, and so
the girls embarked, unprepared, on Trees in a Bushfire, Six Danc-
ing Dolls, A Beseeching Child and a Good Fairy. There was nothing
conventional or softly sentimental about this. All the performances
had vigour, originality, imagination, and unfailing discipline. Marcel
Lorber was a dependable pianist”.? If the Jewish refugee woman
continued to stay in hiding, the modernist avant-garde-dancer ten-
tatively had arrived in Australia and found a new home. The news
Magazine PIX of 13 April 1940 features a large picture of dancer
Emmy Steininger in a heroic posture echoing Superwoman titling
the page as "Dancing to Words' - There has been no limit to queer
accompany for dancing; but in the latest style it has all gone talkie -
Let PIX show you howthe graceful[sic] Emmy Taussig dances to
the rhythmic beat of now music, but a beat of a poem read aloud”.
Right below sit the headlines "Inside the Nazi Prize Court” and
"Special map of the Oil Front”. The photo-article shows several
photos of a serious and assertive Taussig interpreting lines of war
poems by Elisabeth Lambert. The dancer is described as linking
the "visual reality of the dance to words of a poem [...]. Her art is
lifted at once from abstract form-rhythms to the beautiful and con-
crete interpretation of the poet's philosophy. [...] words and pose
combine to deliver [the] profound message of Elisabeth Lambert's
poem.” This experimental work embodies a philosophical avant-
garde war effort in provincial Australia: "We make our own heavens

Steininger PIX 1940
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As an ecstatic-somatic project of choreographic re-vitalisation it
builds on artistic research undertaken by the author and chore-
ographer Carol Brown between 2014 and 2019 (‘Releasing the
Archive’, Auckland, Berlin, Hannover, Bath, Tel Aviv and Theater-
museum Vienna) in collaboration with The New Zealand Dance
Company and international dance-exile scholars and dance organ-
isations. The installation draws on video footage of choreographic
material developed through experimental studio processes and
on the reactivation of archival material drawn from the work of
ex-Bodenwieser dancers Shona Dunlop-McTavish, Hillary Napier
and Hilde Holger. The installation plays with practices of displace-
ment, doubling and fragmenting of recorded material to echo and
honour the labour of lost modernist dancers and dances of exile.
How does dance survive displacement? How did radical European
Jewish Modern Dancers cope with persecution and exile?

The following text uses archive material - personal letters and
newspaper reviews - to give an insight into the complexities and
vulnerability of Gertrud Bodenwieser’s journey through exile, and
gives voice to a legacy of nearly forgotten European dancers, in-
cluding Bodenwieser company members Emmy Steininger- Tauss-
ig, Melissa Melzer and Magda Hoyos-Brunner

An Unconditional Austrian

Gertrud Bodenwieser was born Gertrud Bondi into a Jewish Vien-
nese stockbroker family - father Theodor Bondi (Prague 1848 -
Vienna 1895), mother Marie Bondi, nee Tandler (ca 1859 - 1917).
Vienna had been a centre of emancipated European Jewry since
the 1782 Edict of Tolerance, with more than two-hundred thousand
Jewish citizens in 1923. While Silverman (2012) proposes that after
the collapse of the Habsburg Empire Jews were at the forefront
of cultural modernisation of Austria, Dalinger (2019) also suggests
that the majority of Modern Dancers in Vienna were of Jewish ori-
gin. Silverman suggests that at the collapse of the Austrian Em-
pire assimilated Jews who had identified themselves as the ideal
"unconditional Austrian” citizens (Bloch cited in Silverman 2012:6),
were in danger of falling victim of increasing "socially constructed
categories of Jewish difference,” which served for a renegotiating
of power relations in the emerging Austrian First Republic (ibid.).

In this essay | argue that a repeatedly performative affirmation of
the "unconditional Austrian” forms part of a survival strategy of the
choreographer Gertrud Bodenwieser, particularly during her early
tours of Australia in exile after 1939. Gertrud Bondi changes her
name to Bodenwieser as early as 1915 when she appears publi-
cally as a dancer with character dances for a charity concert for
war victims in the Konzerthaus of Baroness Anka von Bienerth,
the wife of Austrian prime-minister Richard von Bienerth.* Bondi
had been a ballet student of Court-Opera Mime Carl Godlevski,
and moved and performed amongst aristocratic circles before the
end of WW1, while she was already praised as being part of a new
modernist dance avant-garde next to Grete Wiesenthal and Ger-
trude Barrison (Oberzaucher-Schuller 2019). Bodenwieser pres-
ents her first full length evening of dances in Vienna on 5 May
1919, during the exhibition of the Neuen Vereinigung fur Malerei,
Musik und Graphik (New Union for Painting, Music, and Graphics)
in the French Hall of the Konzerthaus. Her work is being reviewed
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Gertrud Bodenweiser

as groundbreaking by Alfons Torok: “(...) new, unconditionally new
was everything the artist offered: here we saw for the first time
emerge in dance what has become owned by the young ones in
painting, poetry and music: a complete departure from all tradi-
tions and the sincere quest for new, entirely personal values of
expression” (cited in ibid; translated by TK).

Bodenwieser is part of the artistic elite in a post-war Vienna, that
seeks to renew itself through an emancipated yet nationalist repub-
lican identity, while maintaining an aristocratic sugar coated image
of delirious Viennese Waltzes. In 1919 she begins to teach at the
Neue Wiener Konservatorium and opens her own private school with
classes for adults and children in the basement of the Konzerthaus
in the heart of Vienna. In 1920 she is appointed as Professor for
Dance at the Staatsakademie fir Musik und Darstellende Kunst and
begins to tour Austria, Germany and Switzerland. In the same year
she marries Jewish theatre director Friedrich Rosenthal.? By 1921
she performs in the Grosses Konzerthaus hall with her first Tanzgrup-
pe of dancers trained by herself, including Gisa Geert, Hilde Holger,
Hede Juer, Melitta Pfeiffer, Lisl Rinaldini and Marion Rischawy. Many
of her students and company members during the 1920's and 30's
are Jewish - including Trudl Dubsky, Hilde Holger, Hanny Kolm-Ex-

iner, Gertrud Kraus, Stella Mann, Jeannett Rutherston, Steffi Stahl,
the Suchinsky sisters, and comedian Cilly Wang. By 1926 she per-
forms with an enlarged ensemble in the prestigious Vienna Volks-
theater in Oskar Kokoschka's expressionist avant-garde drama Der
Brennende Dornbusch. She performs in works directed her husband
Fritz Rosenthal, expressionist theatre director Karlheinz Martin,
and works with Jewish director Max Reinhardt.

Bodenwieser is surrounded by the Viennese arts avant-garde
including expressionist painter Felix A. Harta and Jewish photog-
rapher Madame D'Ora (Dora Kallmus), and familiar with develop-
ments in European Modern Dance. Her private school is also a reg-
istered Laban School, and airbrushed images of her naked danc-
ing young students are featured in Rudolf Laban’'s key books on
gymnastics and dance. As a pedagogue, Bodenwieser establishes
an interdisciplinary dance syllabus at the Staatsakademie, which
incorporates cultural and historical studies, gymnastics, Modern
Dance, improvisation, music and visual art. She is highly educated,
articulate and en-vogue.

"How can you have forgotten what they did?”

In her essay Migration and Memory: The Dances of Gertrud Bodenwi-
eser (2010) Carol Brown, who had received her initial dance training
with Bodenwieser-dancer Shona Dunlop MacTavish (1920-2019) in
New Zealand, states her unease in uncovering Bodenwieser’s dou-
ble identity of simultaneously being "a radical artist” and "a pioneer
of modern dance in Australia” in exile after 1939. Brown reflects on
the pressures of commercial touring in exile in Australia which left
Bodenwieser without familiar cultural context. She describes Boden-
wieser as steeped in European emancipatory and avant-garde tradi-
tions, yet who seemed "to arrive at a kind of manufactured desire,
performing Europeanness as a crowd pleaser” (2010:6). We can
interpret Bodenwieser's position of a cultural outsider in Australia
through the lens of an "ethics of vulnerability” (Gilson 2014).

From 1938 until 1940, Bodenwieser worked continuously under
vulnerable conditions of exile, which challenged existential and
economic survival and cultural placement for both herself and her
company collaborators. A letter from her exile in Bogota in 1938,
Colombia reveals her anguish about her own and her beloved
ones' displacement: "Beloved Emmy. Today | got your dear letter
from the 16. VIII. Thank God you're outside. Thank God that your
husband is no longer in helll | breathe deeply, because | feared
for you in the depth of my heart. [...],” (Letter 20/08/1938 [transl.
TK]). The letter also gives an insight into Bodenwieser's financial
situation, and her ability to manage the company's complex pro-
fessional affairs across the Atlantic with the help of her dancer and
rehearsal manager Emmy Steininger-Taussig.

We have a follow-up tour that will take us 7-10 weeks through Colom-
bia. We hope we get the money, because until now we still cannot get
the return travel money from the mayor’s ofifce. This is South America!
Mr. Fischer promised me in Paris £ 4 per week, if he would employ us.
Please do your best, dearest Emmy (and | know how you would like to
help me), so he gives me the money, if not all, then a part. If my dances
will be recreated, you have to tell him that they are protected by copy-
right, and | make conditions for their use. | would ask for at least £5-6

per week for their use. [...] | ask you not to make Mr. F angry, because
I do not want to ruin it with him, and yet to get as much as possible
from him for me? If Fischer gives the promised money, please collect
everything for me.

My people, Lotte and Karli and sister are all in Paris. Karli has a work-
ing permit for half a year - toi toi toi - and found employment with a
stockbroker. Of course, his salary is sufifcient, but not to feed three
people. So, I do not need to tell you how much | depend on the money
of Fischer [...]. If Gisa and Anita, etc. are not taken for the F [Fischer]
Revue, maybe | could let them follow, because maybe our tour lasts
longer, and the girls do not want to stay longer. The lucky ones can
travel home to their countries. But through my prolonged absence |
lost the right to re-migrate to France. It is awful, but | have to make
money at all cost (ibid).?

In exile Bodenwieser worked under the pressure of being a perse-
cuted and displaced Jewish woman in a largely anti-semitic world.
Much of her aesthetic choices of performing an imagined and sug-
ar-coated "Europeanness as a crowd pleaser” (Brown 2010:6) were
based on tactics of economic survival, and a masking and doubling
of her Jewishness with imaginaries of a romantic gone-by Vienna
danced by a troupe of largely tall and blonde women.

The contradiction between Bodenwieser’s purist and radical vision
in her writing and in her pedagogy, and the creation of often light-
hearted, eroticist and affirmative dance works that feed into popu-
lar escapist entertainment industries can be already found in her
work in Europe in the 1920's. In an essay published in the Danc-
ing Times in England in 1926 Bodenwieser sets out an avant-garde
ethos in her work that aims to break with dominant Western dance
aesthetics of the past: "The old, one-sided image of beauty will be
completely destroyed. Grace, which used to be seen as the es-
sence of dance, is an absolute restriction of the body and reduces
it to niceties and prettiness. Today, we reject this restriction. [...]
We see a movement as beautiful when it is expressive and full of
character. Conventional modes of performance do not satisfy us
any more - these seem to us concerned with external appearance,
superficial and empty."

While such passionate texts appear in her educational writings and
at times in program notes, interviews in newspapers particularly in
the Anglo-Saxon world, reveal a very different world view. Though
her dance-dramas refer to human conflict in allegorical ways,
Bodenwieser's work generally blanks out the harsh social realities
of Europe between the wars - rising unemployment and inflation,
and increasing poverty, hunger, social unrest and increasing politi-
cal radicalisation and a growing violent antisemitism find very little
resonance in the affirmative art world of Bodenwieser's dances.
The main exception here is her dance drama Die Masken Lucifers
(The Masks of Lucifer) first performed in 1936 in Vienna. Bodenwi-
eser’s biographer Marie Cuckson suggests that "this dance drama
came as a prophecy of what the future would be if mankind con-
tinued to allow the trend of events in Europe to continue” (cited in
Bodenwieser 1960: 13).

At the end of March 1938, immediately after the German An-
schluss and annexation of Austria, Bodenwieser travelled with her
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was the beginning site, dancers in black indicated here was “our”
house. They pulled movement up from the well, lamenting with
fright and pain, embedded in their actions. Music by Said Murad
accompanied the four dancers outside at SDC, and then, we jump
to narrow alleyways, youthfully dressed young women are seen on
stone steps. Sometimes lying, sometimes rolling over the stairs,
the dancers press up against the walls, showing a private lexicon
of movements that nonetheless capture the eye. Effectively tak-
ing over the site, the group becomes seven, moving from doorway
to doorway, then running up the stairways. An old woman tradi-
tionally dressed in a long, dark gown, passes by, looking puzzled,
or maybe judgmental. The young women have become so much
more open in their demeanor, showing in their movement they're
much freer also perhaps from tradition and their history.

Ella Rothschild's Pigulim shows three incredibly annoyed young
women in pastel dresses and matching socks gathered around
a table, arguing. Their yelling, though entirely silent, nonetheless
penetrates the viewer through slow motion and distorted shapes.
One woman tries to comfort another, fixing her hair, soothing her,
but nothing works; they grab at each other, and as happens when
arguments get out of hand, the anger travels between the trio.
One creeps away to ignore the others, reading a book that magi-
cally appeared. Another prop, a table cloth, materializes, and one
of the dancers tries to fling it over the table, while another begins
weeping, the cloth becomes a kerchief to wipe the eyes and then
a cummerbund. She leaves the table, taking the cloth with her,
the other two engaging in an angry tango. Their exaggerated facial
gestures add to the violent argument we never hear, but see so
effectively as chairs are angrily moved. The three join hands, mov-
ing into a circle dance totally off kilter when one is pulled to the
ground. Oddly the trio gives way to a big family. Many items are
added to the table, including a candelabra, a pitcher, table set-
tings, and we see a greedy family, licking their plates, consuming
their food like locusts. The pain of the three morphs as we watch
a unison of all the others in movements that threaten the wom-
en. All eloquently rendered, we see a tableau of bleak unhappi-
ness. The accomplished trio of dancers included Ariel Freedman,
Adi Zlatin, and Keren Luria Pardes, the family was represented by
dancers from the “Maslool - Professional Dance Program” with the
noteworthy accompaniment composed by Gershon Waiserfirer.

In Nina Traub’s Waterfalls we see a solo figure in black, her face
obscured, scuffing towards us in big black boots over a white floor,
laid with dark shimmery material. Two other dancers identically
dressed join in what proves to be a most alluring and surprising
trio. Whistling bird calls are heard. What seems to have been dark-
ness on the floor, gives way to foil shimmering and splitting in two,
peeling off the floor, the ends rolling, pulled upward to either side
of the stage, reaching high above the dancers, suspended over-
head in a surprise, reverse waterfall. The trio lie on their sides,
batting their knees together and opening them as if they have
sprouted odd mermaid tails beneath the waterfall. Their arms pro-
pellor-like, move round. The air is quiet, broken unexpectedly by
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the snapping of the trio's fingers. The mermaids rise, now standing
in a huge wide stance, as if their boots anchored them, allowing
them freedom to swivel this way and that. Slowly, they turn into
deep backbends, luxuriating in the most original landscape. Traub,
trained in sculpture and at Jerusalem'’s School of Visual Theatre, is
also one of the dancers, joined by Mesh Olinky and Carmel Ben-
Asher. Hanni Vardi and Yair Vardi (not related) created the lighting,
especially effective on the waterfall of foil.

Congratulations to Suzanne Dellal Centre for continuing with this
year's International Exposure despite the international pandemic.
Choosing and presenting the dance works meant adapting to the
online format, with choreographers, flmmakers and the Centre
making creative and fitting changes for its audiences. This review-
er watched big productions as well as solos, duets and trios but
chose not to meet the challenges of covering large productions
of the bigger Israeli companies. For a complete listing of the 23
productions that were presented in the 2020 Festival contact Sara
Holcman, Director of Programs at sarah@sdc.org.il.

We look forward to the chance to return to Suzanne Dellal Cen-
tre to partake in live performance, hungering for the charisma of
performers and the uniqueness of fully realized production with
the unparalleled full dimensions of dance. May choreographers,
their dancers, their viewers, their sponsors, their venues and pre-
senters everywhere all persevere in this difficult time so dance can
continue to survive until better times.

Notes
"For further information about Etgar and Pinto's Ja-
panese connection and production see link: https://www.
zaz10ts.com/outside# ~:text=The%20dance%20film%20
%E2%80%9COuUtside%E2%80%9D%20is%20the%20first%20
artistic,he%20wrote%20during%20the%20Covid-19%20
lockdown%20in%20Israel. Accessed Jan. 26, 2021.
2Dance Today (Mahol Akhshav) no. 36, September, 2019 includes 15
essays in English by writers/dancers/performers who presented
at the “Jews and Jewishness in the Dance World” international
conference at Arizona State University, USA, in 2018. For the com-
plete issue, co-edited by Ruth Eshel and Judith Brin Ingber, see
www.israeldance-diaries.co.il.

Judith Brin Ingber, dancer and independent scholar, was a dance
composition student of Bessie Schoenberg's at Sarah Lawrence
College. In the 1970s she lived in Israel teaching for Batsheva and
Bat Dor and assisting Sara Levi-Tanai at Inbal Dance Theatre. In the
bio-pic Mr.Gaga, she speaks about Ohad Naharin's student days.
She also co-founded the Israeli Dance Annual with Giora Manor,
precursor to Dance Today. In the US she taught in the Dept. of
Theatre Arts and Dance, University of Minnesota; co-founded the
chamber performing group Voices of Sepharad; continues writing
and lecturing (especially at the Conney Conference for Jewish Arts
(https://conneyproject.wisc.edu/).

Displaced/Displayed -
Surviving Dance in Exile

Thomas Kampe

schon Angst. [....] Meine Leute, Lotte
und Karli und Schwester, sind alle
in Paris. Karli hat unter toi toi toi
eine Arbeitskarte fur ein halbes jahr
gekriegt und hat eine Anstellung bei
einer  Aktiengesellschaft — gefunden.
Selbstverstdndlich genugt sein Ge-
halt, aber nicht um drei Menschen
erndhren zu konnen. So brauche ich
dir nicht erst zu sagen wie sehr ich auf
das Geld von F. angewiesen bin. Es ist
immer das Gleiche: erst ist man erldst
in Freiheit atmen zu koennen, aber
gleich darauf melden sich die Lebens-
sorgen. Falls Gisa , Anita usw nicht
fur die F Revue genommen werden,
kénnte ich sie vielleicht nachkommen
lassen, denn vielleicht dauert unsere
Tournee ldnger, und die Mddels wol-
len nicht mehr ldnger bleiben. Die
Glucklichen kénnen in ihre Lander
nach Hause reisen. Ich aber verliere
durch mein ldngeres Ausbleiben die
Einreisemdglichkeit nach Frankreich.
Es ist furchtbar, aber ich muss eben
um jeden Preis Geld verdienen. Griifse

Displaced/Displayed: screen-dance installation (Bath Spa Media
Wall April 2018) Artistic direction & research: Thomas Kampe;
Editorial direction Manuela Jara ; Choreographic research and
direction: Carol Brown. Sound artist Russell Scoones. Video
Artist: Meek Zuiderwyk; Video Assistant: Freddie. Errazo ; Dan-
cers of The New Zealand Dance Company: Carl Tolentino, Lucy
Lynch, Chris Ofanoa , Katie Rudd. The project was supported
through Bath Spa University and University of Auckland

Geliebte Emmy Bogota, 8 August 1938
Heute bekam ich deinen lieben Brief vom 16.VIIl. Gottlob, dass du
draussen bist. Gottlob, dass dein Mann nicht mehr in der Hdlle ist
!I'lch atme auf, denn ich hatte um dich im inneren meines Herzens

Liesl, ihren Gatten und ihre Eltern her-

zlich von mir.

Es umarmt dich in inniger Liebe unter
tausend sehnstichtigen Grissen deine Frau Gerti

displaced/displayed is the title of a screen dance installation pre-
sented at the symposium Beyond Forgetting 1938-2018: Persecu-
tion/Exile/Memory in Coburg in 2018. It draws on the legacy of Vien-
nese choreographer Gertrud Bodenwieser (Vienna 1890 - Sydney
1959) and her dancers within a context of global transmission of
dance knowledge through crisis, diaspora and exile. Bodenwieser
was forced into exile from Europe after the Austrian Anschluss in
1938, via Colombia and New Zealand, to work for a period of 20
years in Australia where her work was seminal for the develop-
ment of Modern Dance culture. The installation coincides with the
80th anniversary of Bodenwieser's enforced exile from Europe and
celebrates the possibility of a nearly lost avant-garde to remain.
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Suzanne Dellal Centre
International Exposure
for Dance 2020

Judith Brin Ingber

Because of COVID-19, this year's 26™ annual International Ex-
posure for Dance, usually held live at Suzanne Dellal Centre for
Dance (SDC), like so much else, was entirely different. Typically,
the festival literally exposes world-wide presenters to a variety of
contemporary Israeli dance from solo to company performances.
Usually, the performances are compressed into a few intense days
from morning until midnight. Instead, (Last year's festival show-
cased 43 works for 200 guests who were mostly international pre-
senters from approximately 42 different countries). Instead, this
year, to protect everyone's health, like so much in the arts—the
festival was presented online featuring 23 performances.

The “guests,” presenters with venues in major international cit-
ies and dance professionals, could plan their viewing over many
days in one's own space. Many of the dances were filmed on SDC's
large proscenium stage and each choreographer was also filmed
speaking about their work. Sometimes we met their collaborators,
or sometimes we heard them interviewed as part of a panel with
other creators; their bios were also on the festival site. Potential
presenters could see a new work plus get a real feel for its creator
well beyond cryptic program notes.

Given the online format (dances were streamed through vimeo
and panel discussions held live on zoom and made available for
viewing afterward) and the rare opportunity for return viewing,
perhaps it will be a disappointment this year's coverage in Dance
Today delves into only a few works: Inbal Pinto's collaboration with
writer Etgar Keret Outside; Shira Eviatar and Hadar Ahuvia's duet
Possessing; Galit Liss's Blue Zone; Sahar Damoni's Do Not Title Me;
Shaden Abu Elasal's Triology; Ella Rothschild’s Pigulim and Nina
Traub's Waterfalls. Online viewing instills a lonely watching, and
providing an overview was too illusive other than to say that Israeli
contemporary dance clearly maintains its versatility, originality and
dramatic appeal to a truly wide range of viewers.

The stunning dance that opened the festival was choreographer
Inbal Pinto's Outside based on a story by writer Etgar Keret." He
asks how will we fare when all the isolation and sequestered liv-
ing because of Covid-19 comes to an end? We see the remarkable
dancer Moran Muller, flopping down on her couch, but so despon-
dent, and frantic she barely sits. Instead, she goes onto her head,
her legs in the air, or throws herself down, contorting again into
some other unbelievable
shape. In the dance, filmed
by Daniel Reeb, he gives her
a surreal way to step above
the ground, as if her very
socks allowed her to float by
her kitchen table. In her CO-
VID isolation, she's making
bread, but flour spews into
a big cloud above the messy
table. A television hangs on
the wall, and our homemak-
er listens to a news cast but
the whole situation is incom-
prehensible. Broadcast in
Japanese, we see subtitles
running along the bottom
of the television interpret-
ing: soon it will be time to
leave. Isolation is coming to

Pigulim by Ella Rothschild, photo: Rose Shalti
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side, our homemaker doesn’t want to go outside. She looks up
at her television. The broadcaster (played so effectively by Mirai
Moriyama) starts out calmly, commandeering the situation, but the
news begins to overwhelm him. The walls of the broadcaster’s tv
studio begin contracting, pushing him, distorting him, shoulders
one way, legs upended, face squished against the screen as he
continues to report. The apartment walls also begin to close in on
our apartment dweller. Pinto’s dream-like works—in this dance, a
nightmare—exacerbate the feelings of isolation compounded by
the literal shrinking of the small room through a remarkable set
change which precisely fit Pinto’s imagery. The police command
our apartment dweller to leave. One can see her reluctance and
fear of departing the sanctity of her apartment, even as the space
is totally contorting. Finally, we are told in Keret's story that she
leaves and goes to a bank's Automatic Teller Machine (ATM). A
homeless person is discovered slouching by the ATM. At first our
lonely apartment dweller has an open heart, but then, she remem-
bers, what was life before Covid-19. She turns, going on her way.

Possessing is a duet with humor, created by Shira Eviatar and Hadar
Ahuvia. The two young women introduce themselves in a friendly,
nonchalant manner, the copper hair-colored dancer says “I'm Ha-
dar”, the black-haired dancer, “I'm Shira”. They are stark naked but
what is clothed are their faces, oddly obscured by their curly, big
hair covering all parts of their heads. They're co-joined, in an im-
posed Siamese Twin connection, leaving them glued together for a
goodly part of the dance.

In Jewish conversational style, punctuating each phrase with their
hands, and arms, too, “We met at a conference”

“at Arizona State University"...

“called Jews and Jewishness in the Dance World'."

“What does that mean?” With comic timing they shrug their naked
shoulders. “We realized we didn't know what that means, and any-
way, it's so different because | live in Israel,” says Shira, “and | live
in Brooklyn, the Gola. (The Diaspora)’, says Hadar.

In their patter, we learn they'll explore folk dance, but for Hadar
that means the Zionist Israeli folk dance she learned growing up.
Shira’s is from her Moroccan grandmother, Savta Esther. They're
researching the embodiment of their inheritance. Shira begins
upstage, snaking her arms and hands, then windmilling them fe-
rociously, toning down, into a little shimmy. She turns to face us,
then with more intensity, her breasts possessed, moving more and
more athletically. Turning again, she lowered the movement vol-
ume into gentle swaying, one hip and then the other rising in that
familiar belly-dance style. She picks a final teasing, jaded stance,
fingers to forehead, hip askance, a stereotypic embodiment of her
Moroccan Sephardic heritage.

Hadar Ahuvia rises from the floor, flouncing across the width of
the stage. In her folk dance exploration she joins hands with many
imaginary dancers. She skips, jumps and stamps her way around
Eviatar. We recognize Hora Medura and other Israeli folk dances,
their steps almost violentin her vigor and repetition. Ahuvia pushes
Eviatar to the side, and then Eviatar corrals Ahuvia, each in their
respective folk styles. Will one dominate, pushing the other with an
implicit social commentary about Sephardi and Ashkenazi cultures?

With no choreographic denouement, a sudden black out ends it all.
Galit Liss in her Blue Zone makes obvious what she said in her in-
terview: she loves working with the older woman's body. Last year
we watched Liss choreograph for elderly women, one once a pi-
lot, setting the theme as they donned uniforms, and then leaned
out into space, soaring upward in flying shapes as their legs were
grounded, held by seated partners. In this year's festival presenta-
tion, we learn that Blue Zone refers to areas of the world where el-
derly thrive - and here we see women of all shapes in blue dresses,
thriving in full movement, rolling everywhere, sometimes menac-
ing, stamping, standing. They carry on with chores like vacuuming
or hammering which goes awry, banging the floor, and then the
hammers held on their shoulders as if they had a mind of their
own, threatening to become weapons. But hammer and vacuum
chores are usurped by something else: a woman moves one of the
huge silvery blue balls on stage. Is it play that we watch, as the orbs
are stacked and rolled, the idea that play never leaves us; no effort
looks belabored. We watch the movers from all different angles,
the camera sometimes moving overhead to show the figures lying
on the floor, spritely joining their arms and legs, creating flower-
like shapes, or standing, present together, enjoying their camara-
derie in movement, uninhibited in their vitality.

Sahar Damoni, a new choreographer to the Exposure, hails from
the Galilee. It is a welcome addition that the festival keeps adding
to its roster geographically and with more diversity. In Do Not Title
Me, Damoni begins wearing the accoutrement of a sexy woman
ensconced in lacey leggings, her feet in red high heels. Her back
is bare, facing away from us, and we watch as she steps out of
her heels. She kneels, and slowly she pushes a coil of red carpet
which unrolls from the force of her knees as she moves upstage.
Through theatrical tricks, her red high heels follow her. The whole
while, maneuvering from one knee to the other, she's dipping and
lifting one hip and then the other, in constantly slow, sensual, fig-
ure eights. A tour de force of riveting, traditional belly dance move-
ment, Damoni also projects a smoldering anger. In the end, she
rises, puts on her shoes and disappears through the curtains at
the back. In her interview, we hear she feels isolated and indignant,
not wanting to be labeled as a dancer with only a certain style.
Though she’s a Palestinian woman from traditional small village
life, she's searching to express herself beyond the expected, no
matter how lonely or how challenging.

Shaden Dance Co. performed a part of Trilogy created by Shaden
Abu Elasal. I remembered the group from last year when the danc-
ers performed outside at SDC, well rehearsed in their unison, ab-
stract movement. This time, there was a narrative, and through
their film (parts by Issa Freij, and produced by Suzanne Dellal
Centre), there was a change in locale, beginning outside at SDC
to an area of closed shops in the Old City market of Nazareth.
We learned from the choreographer’s interview that she grew up
in Nazareth, (trained at Jerusalem’s Academy of Music and Dance,
and later performed with Inbal Dance Theatre before creating her
own company). For this dance she was drawing on pain as if locat-
ed notin a limb or the heart, but held at the actual site of Suzanne
Dellal Centre, with a fraught history of conflict between Arab and
Jew that Shaden had researched. The ancient open well at SDC
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